
Beyond salsa, soccer and coca: 
Social, environmental and racial justice in Colombia. 

 

 
 
During this 9 day journey into green, lush Colombia, we will explore how we all play a part in  global 
problems and suggest ways to contribute to positive change locally (from the United States) through 
international solidarity. You will learn about unfamiliar cultures, meet with people and organizations from 
different walks of life and establish meaningful relationships with people from Colombia who are directly 
impacted by issues that you are directly involved in but might have only heard or seen through the news 
or other media.  
 
The timing of this trip is particularly important because Colombia is currently implementing its Peace 
Accords to end a more than sixty-year war.  International involvement in this process is critical for both 
the well-being of all Colombians and to protect human rights globally. 
 
This trip to Colombia seeks to establish people-to-people ties by introducing participants to local 
individuals that most travelers would never meet on their own. We hope that these ties will prompt 
participants to examine their own communities and inspire further learning, advocacy, and solidarity after 
the trip is over. 
  
This retreat is open to anyone who is committed to social justice and human rights, however we will only 
have space for 12 people to join this intimate and life-changing experience. Children under 18 must travel 
with a guardian.  

Everything you need for this trip has been carefully, intentionally and lovingly planned for you!  
 
Dates: Saturday October 27th until Sunday November 4th, 2018. 

 
 
 



Highlights Include: 
 

● Deepen understanding about popular resistance to free trade and globalization in Colombia. 
● See what the impact of global warming and environmental degradation means for people living 

and working the land.  
● Learn about the opposition to corporate mining in historically Black and Indigenous 

Communities. 
● Meet with representatives of Black organizations fighting for their social, cultural and political 

rights. 
● Meet with women human rights defenders fighting gendered and sexual violence . 
● Learn about the history of US-Colombia relations and witness first-hand how the U.S. is 

impacting policy in Colombia today and what can be done from the U.S. to further social justice 
for all. 

 
While strive to keep the level of exertion moderate, depending on the community we are visiting.  
If you need special accommodations, please contact us directly via email at jwpanama@gmail.com or 
rooscardenas@gmail.com  
 
What is Included: 

● 9 Days, 8 Nights Shared Accommodations (more for individual accommodations) 
● All daily meals (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner)  
● Community experience 
● Waterfall and beach community visits 
● All ground transportation (including airport transfers) 
● Personal coaching/support through your experience 
● Group Interpretation services (simultaneous translation) 
● Great local hosts 
● Visit to local artisanal market 
● Donations to local community organizations that will be hosting us 

Price:  $2500.00 per person.   

This trip is not confirmed until the minimum group size of 6 is met. Please do not purchase airfare until 
you receive confirmation from the coordination team 

Deposit: 

300.00 Via PayPal by September 1st. No fees please, use the friends/family option. This keeps costs down 
for all of us!  

How to make a deposit:  Please submit a payment to PayPal.me/LatinAmericaTravel. No fees please. Use 
Friend/ Family option. This helps us keep costs down for you!  (It will link to a personal account under 
the name Roosbelinda Cardenas. Please put a memo with your name and email). We will send out a 
confirmation of your deposit within 24hrs of receipt.  
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What is NOT included: 

● Your international airfare, travel insurance, any medical or incidentals outside of what is 
included in trip. 

● Any extra personal expenses (ie. souvenirs, extra snacks, etc.) 
● Visa – (if US citizen no visa needed, please check with your country of origin sites) 

Please make sure your passport is valid and not expiring within 3 months of travel dates. 

Payment Options 

● You can make payments weekly, biweekly, monthly or quarterly. Once deposit is received 
you’ll be contacted to discuss options 

All payments must be completed by September 15th, 2018. 

Arrival and Departure: 

Once your deposit and first payment are confirmed, please book your airline ticket to Cali (CLO) Arrive 
no later than 4pm to 6 pm on October 27th. Departure from CLO no earlier than 3 pm on November 4th.  

* If your flight arrives or departs earlier/later please let us know to arrange additional transport for you at 
additional cost 

Cancellation Policy: 

● Your registration applies to the specific Date retreat. 
● A portion of the income from the retreat helps fund local community based groups that are 

defending human rights without much funding if any at all.  
● Deposits are non-refundable. All other payments are partially refundable when 

canceling with a minimum 6 week notice. 
● You may change other payments to a future retreat date with a $100 fee (minus your 

deposit). 
● Mandatory pre-retreat interview needed and will be scheduled 6 weeks prior to retreat.  
● Mandatory group video conference call will be held prior to departure.  
● Forms/ Release documents to be signed and returned prior to retreat. 

Our Bios  

 

Janvieve and Roosbelinda have been colleagues and friends for 
almost a decade, and both have strong ties to Latin America including 
of course, Colombia. They have travelled together and as individuals 
in the United States, Canada, Cuba and Colombia as part of social, 
political and academic delegations.  They both now both reside in 
New York City with their families.  



Janvieve Williams Comrie is a Black and Latina human rights strategist, trainer and organizer with a deep 
commitment to assist in the building of powerful social movements for racial justice and human rights. 
She has worked in a variety of fields and for several human rights institutions, including the Office of the 
High Commissioner on Human Rights Regional Office Central America, where she coordinated a 
regional program on race and racism. Janvieve is internationally recognized for her work with 
Afrodescendent communities. She is also an Associate Professor at The New School,  and mother to two 
amazing children and lives in the Bronx New York. 
 
Roosbelinda Cárdenas is a Latina anthropologist and professor who is committed to social justice 
research and teaching. She has lived in and traveled across Latin America working with grassroots 
organizations, non-profits, and academic institutions on a variety of human rights issues.  She is 
passionate about the history and struggles of Afrodescendents and also works to further sexual and 
reproductive justice in Latin America. Roosbelinda lives in East Harlem, New York, where she is raising 
an incredible little woman. 
  

 

  

 


